SRI PARASARA BHATTA D 135

The bow of the Nayaka is then the subject of
description. He came with the bow as his companion,
the bow which vanquished the ra.ksa.sa-s in the Dandaka
forest. Naturally Parasara loses himself in the particular
episode of the Ramayana where Rama singlehanded, is
said to have killed fourteen thousand raksasa-s. The
Ramayana- verse,  tarn drstva satruhantaram.,  etc.
{Ramayana in. 39b-40a) is explained in great detail in
this context. The Nayaka brought this bow because he
has been pretending to have come on a hunting expedition.
Or, being love-sick and unable to stand by himself he
used it as a prop. Or, perhaps this is the most powerful
weapon the Lord could count upon. Or perhaps he loved
it most, for, it was instrument in winning the hand of
his bride Sita in his Ramavatara. In the original stanza
we have the expression iruvaray vandar which means
'he came with a second person'. For Parasara, iruvaray
(literally 'as two9) suggests the twin qualities of paratva
(transcendental   character)   and   saulabhya   (easy
accessibility). Or, it points out divinity (divyatva} and
human nature (manusyatva); or, the nature of being the
means (upaya) and the goal (upeya), which characterise
the nature of the Supreme Being. The bow also represents,
according to Parasara, the presence of Laksmana who
was providing unfailing company to Rama.

Tha Nayaka came and stood before her [en munne
ninrar}. He did so, so that she could have a full view
of him. Or, he himself was attracted by her beauty and
was struck dumb by it; or he wanted to test her real
intention whether she really loves him or hates him.

What follows then is the description of the red
lotus-like hands of the Nayaka. The way Parasara justifies
this description is interesting. According to him the
Nayaka, who was thus placed himself before the Nayika,